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Cataloging This Way 



Origin of Project

Huntington-University of Southern California Institute for 
California and the West (ICW)

Association of Research Libraries’ national agenda 
“Hidden Collections”

Statewide initiative to coordinate the acquisition, 
cataloging, and future collection development of 
California historical archives

Huntington Library Manuscripts Department Backlog



Purpose

Provide doctoral students with access to primary 
resources – “Better Readers,” USC, UC Irvine, San Jose 
State University and UCLA

Provide a strategic response to ARL’s  “Hidden 
Collections” agenda

Start working on Huntington Manuscripts Department 

backlog 

Incorporation of processing center into Manuscripts 
Department organizational structure



Planning

Student cataloging guide

Find space for students

Supplies, etc.



Office Space



Training/Processing

Throw them in the deep end

Library of Congress

Finding Aids



Happy Interns



More Happy Interns



In Many Forms







Finding Aid/Record Creation

Creation of finding aid from 
examples

Review of their finding aid

MARC record/OPAC record





Outcome

Better readers, use of their strengths, 
knowledge

Over 100 collections off of backlog – 97 
as of 9/22/10

Review of cataloging workflows, 
guidelines, reader feedback

Be careful what you wish for, you just 
might get it



Collections Completed





Future Challenges

Encoding finding aids

Continue work on backlog

Finding money to continue 
project


