education

% The | Paul Cetly Miuseess

Art B
L

| 1 -]
L f e L 1T b

Modern Rome—Campo Vaccino

Jozeph Madond William Tumer
Enqgli=h, 1838

tHoncamwez, 36 1Tl x 45 14 n.
A1186

Background iInformation

Ten yesrs sfier his inal pumey i Rome,
Tumer ervisioned the Blernal City through
& ved of memory. Baroque dasches ad
ancicnt morumenis in and aound the
Roman Fomum aeem i desalve n
indezcent light =hed by 8 moon risng &t
left and 8 3un =etting behad the
Capinine Hill at nght. Amidat these spiercors, the ciy's inhabitanis camy on with ther daily
sdiviiex. The piclune lusimos, mnbow- e paletie and shimmennng Ehl dfeds exemplily
Tumer &t hiz most sccomplished.

When fwst exiibiied sl the Royal Academy in 15839 with il pendant, Ancerdt Rome: Agrppis

I andirg with e Ashes of Germenices, the painting was accompaniced by 8 modified quaiation
from Lord Byron's mesiemiece, Chide Hamdd's Piarimane (181 8) "The moon s up, and vel it 8
i might, f The xam 2x yei dividez the day with her™ Like the poem, Tumes's paintting evolees the
endumng sublmity of Rame, wiach had been for arisds throughout hishoey ke=x 8 plece n the
resl wenid than one in The maginsiion

The panting 2 in 8 remarkable slgie of presonstion and remeairz untouched since it et
Tumers hand=z

About the Artixi
Joseph Mallond William Tumer [Hrilizh, 1775-1851)

Jozenh Malond Willam Tumer's father, 8 barber and wigmaker, realired his soms salistic tslenis
emly, sazoting that "rmy =2on B8 qoing 10 be 8 painkaer.” Bekre enmiing n the Royal Academy,
Tumer qaned 2ome drning expernience in the alfices several of Londan's learding archileds.
He sl exhibiied walencoiors of achiiechuml aulgecis and Then eqpesmented with scenes from
licrabae and scenery desigars for pperalic produchionrs.

in his ey eearties, Tumers foos changed o higlorical landscapes These ape-scale

paniaxgs became incressngly divorced from nature and feshued the looze, uminouz brusineak
&nd abgirect concegrions for winch e became knowm.

© 2011 ). Paul Getty Trust. This education resource is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.



Al & Archieciyrs
Modern Rome—Campo Vaccina, Joseph Mallord William Tumer

AL heetty-nine, Tumer opened hiz pumn gallexy in London while alan panting, exhibiting hi= oam
wink, and ieachin &l The Royal Academy. A rip 1o Hely 6l the ane of forby-four, drestically
alered his alyle, leading 1o his laie ermphesis an e power of colar and light o oeate damatic,
evacalive scenes. Tumers body of wark incudes around three hundred paaniings and owver
twenty thousand drewingzs and wsiercokys, the maporiy of which were given o the English
qovemment upan his desth. Mozl are now owned by he Tale Gallary in Laondon

Cuesxtions for Teaching
Take the time 1o ook dpsely 8t the reproduction of the painting.
YWhat wards would you uze o describe it’?

¥What do you nolice frst 7 Where doex your eye el Lo nead 7 Yhst did the satist do o doow
wra - giiatien i thees ooos’?

YWhat do you notice about the codors and depichion of ight in this painting?

Yhat do you nolice about the achiiechural sinuchires in the panting? How woulkd you describe
them?

Tha paating ix itled Modem Rome—Lampo Vacoino. What 8 Tumaer comveying aboul Rame
a5 he = i i the 15th cenhary?

Tumer and the poet Lord Byon bath rested wawks during the Romantic ema, an artslic
movement during the ke 1702 Romaric poets and et valoed imeagination and the naburl
wiHid ratead of onder. They aisp embraced mdividus i=zm and emobion ower raionalizm. Which
charsderstics of Ramantic art can be seen in Tumer's paarting?

Tumer compleled this painting ten years aflter hix lesl visd o0 Rome. Besed an how he degicied
thiz aly, how oo you think the antixt feels aboul Rome'?

Compare Tumer's paiTing ta anather depichion of sachiieciural giiuchines by 8 contempomny off
Tumer, 3uch ax Giovanni Ballista L isien's A View of e Bay of Maples. How ae The alies in
each pamting depicied differantly? Consxler the composiion, esnphasia, color, and light
Consider the way pepple mermd with the buill amvironment. YWhat ane the figues daing ? Alzo
carsider e relalionship bebweon the bull esvirorment and neture. How B the nabural world
paEtied? How da the pamtingz by Tumer and Lusicri depicd these subjects simiady or
diferextly?

Which artisl would you prefer io oesle 8 paring of Loz Angeles? Why'?
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